
 

 

Phone: 701-772-1869 

Fax: 701-772-1940 

E-mail: gfwesley@midconetwork.com 

Check out the Newsle'er online at: www.gfwesley.org 
 

Worship Schedule 

See Calendar and front page for worship �mes 
 

Office hours: Mon. thru Fri. 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 

Pastor: ............................................... Reverend Howie Baird 

Coordinator of Lay Ministries: ........................... Judy Christy 

Choir Director/Organist: ............................ Marjorie Myrold 

Choir Accompanist: .................................... Carol Lamberson 

Youth Leader: ........................................................................  

Bookkeeper/ Office Assistant: ...................... Tanya Murphy 
 

The Wesley Witness 
A publica�on of Wesley United Methodist Church.  Published 

12 �mes each year to keep members and friends informed of 

programs of the church and to report news about the Wesley 

family.  

For our Prayers --- 

 In Care or Assisted living facilities:   
At Parkwood: Dave & Jean Beach, Ellen Gray, Virgil Haake, 

Darlene Hinsz, Beulah Hodges, Shirley & Phyllis Sand, 

Emolyn Skinner, Lois Weisser, Kyle Whitcomb’s parents; At 

Valley Eldercare: Joan Bristol, Carol Clark, Dean Hruska; At 

Good Samaritan, East Grand Forks: Velma Fruetel, Charlene 

Kotts, Verle Ralston; At Mapleview: Billie Dixon’s mother 

At Home:  Ole Dahlen, Alice Darling, Marlo Gade, Shirley Hoff, Genevieve 
Holweger, Pat Klokstad, Coleen Nygaard, Carolyn Strand, Ray Spicer, Marijo 
Whitcomb’s mother and father;  Marie Koth has moved to Bismarck  

If there are joys or concerns that you would like to have included in this 
monthly prayer list, please email them to judy.gfwesley@midconetwork.com.  

If you are interested in being part of a Monday morning prayer group that will 
get meet at the church to pray for joys and concerns expressed in worship on 
Sunday mornings or shared on prayer request cards, please talk to Pastor Howie, 
Judy Christy or Penny Millspaugh.  

Check out our new 
website! The 

address is the same 
at  www.gfwesley.org 

and like us on 
Facebook to keep up 
with what's going on 

at Wesley 
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Wesley Worship 
Schedule 

 8:30  Coffee 
Fellowship 

 8:50  Praise Sing 

 9:00  Worship 

10:00  Sunday School 
for All ages 

Church Office 
Hours  

M—F   9:00 a.m.-

1:00 p.m. 

Our purpose is to provide a nurturing Christian 

home in which all may grow in faith and service. 

2015 

For your security and 
that of our church 
employees, we ask that 
if you are coming into 
the church building 
during the day (through 
any door - even if you 
have a key), to please 
check in at the office 
so that we know who is 
in the building. 

Important MCCI Dates: 
October 16 – 18: MCCI Weekend: 

♦ Friday, October 16, a team of amazing coaches 
and leaders within our conference and from 
around the country will come to hear our story 
and listen to our dreams. They will interview 
leaders and others in our congregation, and meet 
with a couple of different focus groups.  

♦ Saturday, October 17, they will provide a signif-
icant training session. 

♦ Sunday, October 18, they will worship with us 
and provide us with their thoughts and insights 
into our congregation. When it is all said and 
done, they will give us five prescriptions that they 
believe will move our congregation towards vital-
ity.  

We will provide several town hall meetings to discuss 
the report 

♦ October 22:  Town-Hall Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

♦ November 1:  Town-Hall Meeting 10:00 a.m. 

♦ November 2:  Town-Hall Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

♦ November 22: Special Charge Conference to 
Vote on MCCI 11:00 a.m. 

We will take a vote to decide whether to accept those 
prescriptions or not. If we accept them, the conference 
will continue to work with us, providing support and 
training in our prescription areas. 

Please turn to page 9 for more information 



 

 

Birthdays 

  3   Jenny Grant 
       Kayla Kaiser 
  6   Erik Myrold 
       RachealAnn Johnson 
  7   Matt Jossart 
       April Kaiser-Grinde 
  9   Mary Faircloth 
       Jack Holm 
10   Tiffany Reis 
11   Penny Millspaugh 
       Willow Reed 
       Rob Shivelhood 
14   Maggie Hager 
15   Jim Van Looy, Sr. 
16   Emily Heidbrink 
19   Stacey Searle 
20   Linda Croy 
21    Chad Gilberts 
       Aiden Taylor 
22   Judy Christianson 
       Lionel Hoff 
24   Patty Willey 
       Penelope Sandness 
25   Tyler Wicken 
26   Rich Lehn 
       Timothy O’Connell 
28   Beulah Hodges 
30   Mark Bjornseth 
       Christina Dittus 

30   Jaedon Ferguson 
31   George Whaley 

Anniversaries 

  1  Tyler & Jamie Harlow 

17  Erik & Marjorie Myrold 

18  Brian & Stacey Clow 

25  Ron & Tammy Kaiser 
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will be meeting on  

October 20 

@ 7:00 p.m. 

At Wesley UMC 

Book 

Girl on the Train 

By Paula Hawkins 

Hostess 

Janette Yaeger 

New members are always 

welcome! For questions, call 

Natalie Meier at 701-775-9177 
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Wesley UMC is 
excited to announce 
that you will soon 
be able to manage 
your giving online! 
Giving online is 

easy and allows you to set up automatic 
recurring contributions and view your complete 
online giving history from anywhere you have 
access to the Internet. Watch for more details! 

The adult Sunday school “Library” class would like to 
welcome new members to their Bible study. They are 
continuing this fall with the Max Lucado book series, Life 
Lessons, currently focusing on the books of Timothy in the 
New Testament. This class will meet in the church library 
each Sunday morning at 10:00 a.m. Books are available, but 
outside reading is not a requirement to participate. 
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Fall Bazaar and LunchFall Bazaar and LunchFall Bazaar and LunchFall Bazaar and Lunch    
Saturday, October 24Saturday, October 24Saturday, October 24Saturday, October 24    

Wesley United Methodist ChurchWesley United Methodist ChurchWesley United Methodist ChurchWesley United Methodist Church 

Doors open at 10:30am 
Proceeds help fund mission projects of 

United Methodist Women 

Pies, cookies, bars, 
jellies, canned 

goods, and more! 

Handmade items 
including quilts, 

dishcloths, 
dishtowels, 

crocheted, knitted, 
and sewn items.  
And much more! 

Lunch 
11:00am - 1:00pm 

Homemade meatballs  

and mashed potatoes 
with dessert & beverage 

 
Cost:   Adults - $10.00 

Children 4 years thru 11 - 
$5.00 

3 years and younger eat 
FREE 

Lunch tickets may be purchased at the 
door. 

 
 

 

 

 A note from the 

Pastor 

16 This is what the Lord says—he who made a 
way through the sea, a path through the mighty 
waters, 17 who drew out the chariots and horses, 
the army and reinforcements together, and they 
lay there, never to rise again, extinguished, 
snuffed out like a wick: 18 “Forget the former 
things; do not dwell on the past. 19 See, I am 
doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not 
perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness 
and streams in the wasteland. 20 The wild 
animals honor me, the jackals and the owls, 

because I provide water in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland, to 
give drink to my people, my chosen, 21 the people I formed for myself 
that they may proclaim my praise. ~ Isaiah 43:16-21 

When Isaiah wrote these words, Israel was experiencing some difficult 
times. They had been conquered by Babylon, exiled from their land, and 
living in oppression. I imagine many of them probably questioned whether 
God was really with them. It is truly a difficult place to be when we 
experience those moments in life where we question our faith and where 
we are headed. 

Just this past Sunday, I spoke with our youth a bit about the “rainy” times 
in life—those times when everything is going great, and then “wham-o!” 
the storm hits. We’ve all been there, whether it was because of the loss of 
a loved one, or the end of a relationship, or an unexpected move or change 
in employment. It’s never a good feeling standing out there in the rain, 
wondering when the clouds will clear. 

Churches can experience these same moments in their own life cycles. 
There are years of happy memories and amazing ministries where the 
church body is truly working together to build something incredible, and 
then there are years of storms where our work becomes more difficult and 
tedious, and we may even feel like throwing in the towel. It’s in these 
difficult times—years of decline and financial hardship—that churches 
often struggle to see a future of hope. 

Even so, we know that our God is a God of new life. We know that God’s 
desire is always healing and wholeness. We know that God does not 
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abandon us even when we are in the midst of 
trial. This was true for the Israelites when 
Isaiah gave them a message of hope, 
reminding them of past storms they had 
come through, weathered with God by their 
side. God reminded them that he is the one 
who makes a way in the wilderness and 
streams in the wasteland. Basically what 
God says to the Israelites is that no matter 
how difficult or bleak their days may feel, 
God will always provide a way through. All 
they need to do is have faith. 

I believe that right now at Wesley we are 
nearing the end of a storm. Like so many other churches in our 
community and in our nation, we have been in a period of decline. 
It’s no one’s fault. We can’t point fingers at any one ministry, or 
activity, or parishioner, or pastor. It simply is what it is. We are one 
of many casualties in a culture that has become increasingly secular 
and disinterested in the church—and yet there is hope. There is hope 
because we worship a God who, as we have been talking about these 
last several weeks in church, brings breath where there is death. We 
worship a God who truly does provide a way through the wilderness 
and who causes streams to spring up in the desert. We worship a God 
who sees us in the storm, who hears our cries, who feels our pain and 
our sorrow and says, “Fear not, for I am about to do a new thing.” 

As we approach our Missional Church Consultation weekend on 
October 16 – 18 this is the message I want you all to hear. It’s a 
message that reminds us that if we have faith, and if we are willing to 
allow the Spirit of God to come along beside us through prayer, and 
discernment, and self-reflection; if we humble ourselves and allow 
God to guide us we will discover the new thing God is about to do 
right here at Wesley. I know I’ve said this many times these last few 
months, but I can’t wait to see what God has in store for us. “I am 
about to do a new thing.” 

Peace, 

 

 

 

Pastor Howie 
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Wednesdays at 1:30 p.m.  
in the quilting room on 

3rd floor.  

For questions, call Helen 
DeMaster at 701-772-3584 

Everyone is 

Welcome! 

We need 

 

 

 

 

Would you be willing to 
make 2-3 dozen cookies 
for a Sunday this month 
to support our Fellowship 
time?  Pick a Sunday and 
put your name on the 
sign-up sheet on a table 
in the Fellowship Area. 

New underwear, a bar of soap, toothpaste, 
these are all basic needs.  But there are people 
on our community that do not have access to 
these basic items.  Help people in our 
community in need with Undies Sundays!  
This year’s challenge is to collect over 28,500 
items. 

No matter the person’s story, everyone deserves the basics in life, a clean 
pair of underwear, socks, and toothpaste.  Each baby should have the proper 
fitting diaper and socks, not to mention soap to keep them nice and clean. 

During the first three weeks of October, boxes will be available for your 
donations.  We are asking you to donate NEW undergarments, socks, 
diapers and personal care items (shampoo, shaving cream, feminine hygiene 
products, soap, etc.)  These Sundays include: October 4th, 11th, and 18th.  
These items will then be collected and sorted by volunteers and distributed 
via United Way partner agencies to area shelters, County Social Services 
and food banks, who distribute them to their clients. 

For more info contact the church office or United Way at 701-775-8661. 
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Shoebox Christmas 2015 

Time goes by quickly, so 
it is good to start thinking 
again about the pleasures 
of giving during our 
2015 Shoebox Christmas 
project.  As you probably 
know, Shoebox 
Christmas project 
involves giving 
Christmas gifts, such as 
hats, mittens, and other 
items, wrapped in a 

shoebox, to children on six reservations in the Dakotas and 
Minnesota.   

Mike Flowers, in the 
newsletter for 
Dakotas Annual 
Conference of the 
UMC, states that the 
shoe box Christmas 
gifts are being 
collected until Nov. 
15, 2015.  Mike 
expresses enthusiasm 
for the project, and 
indicates that last 
year, over 6,700 gifts were delivered.  He states,  "Without 
the help of congregations such as yours, we would never be 
able to share the love of Jesus Christ with this many 
children."   

Watch for more reminders and details in upcoming church 
communications.   
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All youth in 6th – 12th grade are invited 
to Youth Group.  We meet at the 
church Sundays at 5:30 – 7:00 pm and 
begin the evening with supper. 

Dates to Remember: 

Friday, October 16, from 7-8 p.m.—
MCCI and Pizza 

Sunday, October 18 from 3-8 p.m.—
Corn Maze and Movie 

Meals are offered during the first part of Youth Group. 
If anyone would like to provide a meal or part of a 
meal, or money to purchase something for a meal, 
please let Marjorie Myrold know. She will be 
coordinating the meals. Her email is: 
marjorie.myrold@gfschools.org. 

The Wesley Youth Group will 

be selling “Spook Insurance” 

once again this year. For a 

mere $5.00 you will be 

covered if on Halloween night 

your home is egged, tee-peed, 

or vandalized in any spooky 

fashion. Yes, there’s a good 

chance this won’t happen to 

you, buy why risk it? At the 

very least you’ll be helping to 

support our youth ministry here at Wesley. Buy your insurance today 

before or after worship starting this Sunday through October 25! 



 

 

 

 
 

There are many ways that you can participate in the life and 
ministries of Wesley Church! 

How can I Help? 

1. By Sharing your Prayers  
Prayer Focus for October: farmers during harvest (See back page for 
additional prayers) 

2. By sharing your presence, time & talents 

This month, we say Thank You to: 
- All who have helped with Sunday morning worship by 
serving as Welcome Teams, Lay Readers, Communion 
Preparers and Servers, Sound Board Monitors, Nursery 
Helpers, and by providing special music for our Sunday 
worship services. 
- Those who serve on Church Council, Board of Trustees, 
Staff-Parish Relations Committee, Finance Committee, 
Memorial Committee, as lay leaders, and in all other 

leadership roles within our church. 
- Quilters for making quilts to donate to RRVCA’s Shelter House. 
 
 
- and those who: 
- helped decorate, or walk or ride with, the Wesley UMC float in the Potato 

Bowl Parade. 
- helped with Homecoming Sunday worship, potluck, and membership 

recognition. 
- are helping plan, organize and lead youth activities. 
- have volunteered to help lead Sunday school classes or help in other ways. 
- contributed items for UMCOR kits, put kits together, or drove 

kits to the “Pack the Semi” in Fargo. 
- are working as part of a Safe Sanctuaries/Safe & Sacred 

Spaces policy and procedures task force. 
- have worked as part of the MCCI self-study task force.  
- help provide, prepare, serve and cleanup for Sunday coffee 

fellowship and provide cookies, other treats or coffee. 
- polish brass offering plates, candle holders, etc., and fill the 

oil candles. 
- count the weekly offering. 
- care for and water the plants inside and outside the church building. 
- take care of the garden areas around the church. 
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United Methodist Woman  

Reading Program 2016 

I Love Growing Older, but I’ll Never Grow Old 

By J. Ellsworth Kalas 

Not Worth Saving 

How a severely Handicapped Boy Transformed Lives 
By Ann L. Joyner 

The Underground Girls of Kabul 

In Search of a Hidden Resistance in Afghanistan 
By Jenny Nordberg 

A Waist is a Terrible Thing to Mind 

Loving Your Body, Accepting Yourself, and Living without Regret 
By Karen Scalf Linamen 

The UMW reading program has 4 reading plans depending on how 
many books you read in a year.  The books listed here are new ones 

for the 2016 reading program that are available in our church 
library.  However, there are many others that qualify for the reading 
program in each of the 5 categories below.  Please see the list in the 

library on the UMW book shelf or in the UMW membership 
booklet.  
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Thanks to all the folks who attended the 
Eastern District meeting held at Wesley. 
Thanks to all who provided treats and helped 
with set up and clean up. The speakers were 
very good and had good messages. 

 

 

This is a big month for members and friends of UMW. Our bazaar 
will be held on October 24th. Signup sheets for opportunities to 
assist to make this event a success will be available in the church 
lobby a couple of Sundays before the bazaar. The meal will be 
meatballs, gravy, mashed potatoes, a vegetable, a dessert and 
beverages. Cost will be $10 for adults and $5 for children. (You 
can buy early bird tickets for $1 off on Sunday mornings before the 
bazaar.) There will be baked goods, crafts, knives and who knows 
what else. We hope you will take in the event and participate at 
whatever level you are comfortable with. 

We are collecting baked Items and crafts. You can bring them 
to the church office or on a Sunday morning. 

 

 

Remember to save your box 
tops, Campbell’s labels, used 
ink cartridges, pop tops and 
bring them to church. All are 
used in some way by United 
Methodist Women. Thank You!  

 

And thank you to the many others who share their time with our 
church and community in ways that we do not always know about. 

3. By sharing your gifts, such as 

- Additional contribution to the 
general fund of Wesley UMC. 

- Batting for the Quilting Group. 

- UMCOR kit supplies – (see list on 
the newsletter calendar.) 

- Funds for church building updating/
repair projects.  

- Men’s jeans, new or slightly used, for 
the UMC Free Mobile Thrift store in 
Watford City. 

- Coffee mugs with lids, back packs or 
small suitcases, sheets & towels for 
the Northlands Rescue Mission. 

 

Volunteer Needs for 
this month: 
- Sunday worship Welcome Team 

- Sunday worship lay readers 

- Substitute Children’s Sunday 
School teachers & helpers 

- Volunteers for helping with the 
Fall Bazaar 

 

Contact Judy Christy, 
Coordinator of Lay Ministries, 
at 772-1869 or 
judy.gfwesley@midconetwork.com  
for more information or to 
volunteer. Also watch for sign-
up sheets in the church lobby, 
or announcements in the 
weekly bulletin. Training will be 
provided as needed. 

Are there are other projects or 
activities you would like to see 

happen?  Email Judy about 
that too! 

              Offering Received 

 2014 2015 

Prepaid 
Pledges 13,020.00 14,372.06 

January 11,885.66 19,922.87 

February 18,656.71 21,701.98 
March 21,336.78 24,764.61 

April 21,070.22 29,236.40 

May 19,298.40 28,042.92 

June 20,128.93 18,589.97 
July 16,937.53 17,407.89 

August 21,595.63 17,007.45 

September 20,016.66 18,653.20 

October 19,531.40  

November 22,929.07  
December 31,844.18  

   Total 258,251.17 209,699.35 

SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE  

 September 6 72 

 September 13 107 

 September 20 106 

 September 27 111 

SUNDAY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE  

 September 20 33 

 September 27 29 
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You’re probably used to hearing people in church talk about giving. But 
when was the last time in church that you talked about earning or saving? 
Is it unchristian to earn money? Is it wrong to save for ourselves and our 
families? 

John Wesley didn’t think so. Wesley, the Christian evangelist and 
founder of the Methodist movement, gave a remarkable sermon called 
“The Use of Money.” In it, he said that the important thing isn’t money 
itself but how we use it. Wesley’s surprising advice still rings true today: 
earn all you can, save all you can, give all you can. 

From October 25 – November 15, our church will experience an exciting 
new stewardship program, Earn. Save. Give.: Wesley’s Simple Rules for 
Money, developed by popular author and pastor James A. Harnish. The 
program centers around a book and DVD, in which Harnish describes 
Wesley’s surprising advice and introduces us each week to faithful 
Christians who, like all of us, struggle with money.  

At the heart of this program will be small group study opportunities. We 
would like to have as many folks as possible sign up to be a part of a 
small group. We are offering these small groups at the following times: 

Sunday Mornings, October 25 – November 15  
from 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

Tuesday Mornings, October 20 – November 10  
from 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

Tuesday Evenings, October 20 – November 10  
from 7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

If these times don’t work for you, please let us know and we could work 
together to put together an opportunity that fits your schedule. 

Sermon schedule for the Earn. Save. Give. series 

October 25: If You Could Ask for Anything (1 Kings 3:1-13) 
November 1: Money—The Excellent Gift (Luke 12:42-48) 
November 8: You Can’t Take It With You (Proverbs 13:11) 
November 15: How Far Will You Go? (Proverbs 11:25) 
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Missional Church Consultation Initiative Weekend 

October 16 - 18 

“You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear 
fruit, fruit that will last” ~ John 15:16 

In the last year as our church has moved through the Missional Church 
Consultation Initiative (MCCI), many folks have asked how it is that we came 
to be a part of the MCCI. We didn’t apply, or ask in anyway. We didn’t fill out 
a form indicating that we would be interested. We were chosen. 

Bishop Ough, the bishop of the Dakotas Annual Conference, looked at every 
church in our conference, studying their demographics, and their history, and 
their ministries, and out of this process, combined with prayer and discernment, 
he chose Wesley to be a part of the MCCI. Only five other churches in the 
entire Dakotas Annual Conference were chosen. We were chosen because our 
Bishop believes that we are in a position to bear fruit, fruit that will last. He 
believes that we have the right gifts and tools to become an incredible, thriving 
congregation in the Dakotas Annual Conference, and it is because of this that in 
the last year the Annual Conference, through training and equipping, has 
invested thousands of dollars into our congregation, and the culmination of that 
work is almost here. 

Our MCCI weekend is scheduled for October 16 – 18. On Friday, October 16, a 
team of amazing coaches and leaders within our conference and from around 
the country will come to hear our story and listen to our dreams. They will 
interview leaders and others in our congregation, and meet with a couple of 
different focus groups. Then on Saturday, October 17, they will provide a 
significant training session. Finally on Sunday, October 18, they will worship 
with us and provide us with their thoughts and insights into our congregation. 
When it is all said and done, they will give us five prescriptions that they 
believe will move our congregation towards vitality. After that, it’s up to us. 
We will provide several town hall meetings to discuss the report, and then we 
will take a vote to decide whether to accept those prescriptions or not. If we 
accept them, the conference will continue to work with us, providing support 
and training in our prescription areas. 

It is truly going to be an exciting weekend, and I hope many of you will be able 
to join us, especially on Sunday, October 18, as we worship together, pray 
together, and learn together about the amazing thing that God has chosen us to 
be a part of. 

Important MCCI Dates: 

October 16 – 18: MCCI Weekend 

October 22:  Town-Hall Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

November 1:  Town-Hall Meeting 10:00 a.m. 

November 2:  Town-Hall Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

November 22:  Special Charge Conference to Vote on MCCI 11:00 a.m. 


